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Summary: After the massacre of her clan Uchiha Shizuka wakes up with 
twenty-odd years' worth of memories of another life and the knowledge 
that in another universe she's not only a fictional character, but 
the worst boy ever. A SI ! reincarnation fic. 


1 . Chapter 1 
* *Overwhelm 

><strong>_verb overA-whelm \ECEA* -vE™r-E "hwelm, -E~welm\ 

><em>: to affect (someone) very strongly : to cause (someone) to have 
too many things to deal with : to defeat (someone or something) 
completely 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>I. In which accepting something doesn't mean you are over 
it . <p> 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>Shizuka wakes up in the hospital. The car had impacted the taxi 
on her side. Her little brother was sitting next to her, but if she 
is ok he must be too, has to be ok tooa€ i Except she doesn't have a 
little brother. And she has never travelled by automobile, never mind 
a taxi. She wasn't coming home from aboard. Her brother didn't pick 
her up at the station. She entered her house and the bodies of her 
parents where thereaC | there was a lot blood on the streets. Her 
brother had- Itachi had- he was a traitor. No. He wasn't. Because he 
was ordered to do it. And she wouldn't have found out until after his 
deathaC i <p> 

This is so absurd that she's skipping disbelief completely and just 
go directly to anger. She will also skip all the way down to 
acceptance but right she's just going to carry on while being very, 
very angry because people where very stupid and it messed up her 



life. And it could have messed her up very hard, if not for the 
bizarre reaction to the Tsukuyomi that made her remember a past life 
in another reality. Thank you Eli, for having been such a Naruto fan 
and saving Shizuka of doing all the shit Sasuke did. And now she 
needs to plot. She needs to plot really hard, but she needs to know 
how accurate what she remembers is. She needs information. She needs 
a concerned responsible adult who will answer questions. What is a 
good way to attract the attention of a concerned adult? 

She thinks of her parents, she thinks of her cousins, her uncles and 
aunts, all the members of her clan that where loosely related to her, 
that she didn't know that now she would never know. She thinks of her 
brother who is a murderer and a martyr. She also thinks about Eli's 
little brother and how she will never know if he was ok, about how 
Eli's family lost their daughter. About all that is to come. And 
cries. She will mourn for a bit right now. And she will use this. She 
will use her pain and the memories to suit her purposes and 
eventually people, will. pay. 

-o- 

The nurse that comes is a responsible concerned adult but she won't 
say anything, so Shizuka cries a bit more, begs a little and 
eventually the nurse goes to fetch someone who can tell her 
answers . 

-o- 

The nurse comes back with the Hokage and then leaves them alone to 
talk . 

Shizuka doesn't want to talk to the Hokage because a) he won't let 
anything scape he doesn't want her to know, and b) he's a person 
likely to notice that there's something off with her and that she 
knows too mucha€" but who else was she expecting? And she is just 
deluding herself if she thinks it would be easy to extract 
information of some other ninja. And ROOT is probably watching. So 
she will bear it, and she will try to act as 7 years old Shizuka who 
witnessed something terrible but doesn't know anything, and she will 
learn of him as much as she cans. She will do with what she has and 
she will succeed. 

He tells her that he's sorry for her lost and then asks her what 
happened. She can do this. She steels herself a€"she hopes that it 
looks like that she does it to prepare herself to recall something 
awful a€", she wraps herself in the clueless Shizuka from before, and 
she tells her tale. 

She apparently passes the test. 

Then she asks her questions: what will happen with the bodies of her 
family, they will have a proper burial, right? They will be burnt, 
right? Will she have to organise it? To wash them and dress them as 
she's the only left to do it? She wants to. She does! Really! She 
wants to do right to her clan, it's her duty to send them off. At 
least can Hokage-sama see that they are tended properly? Will he 
promise to see to it himself? And what will happen to her? Where will 
she go? And her classes? What happens to her house and the houses of 
her family? And someone needs to do something about the pet birds 
trapped in their cages before they die! And to take care of the ponds 



and see if there isn't dogs and cats trapped in the housesa€ | she 
doesn't want them to die toa€ | and they are going to catch Itachi, 
right? He can't go free, they must catch him. 

The Hokage does promise to see that the bodies of her clan will the 
treated properly a€"and she hopes that her half-hysterical and 
tearful questioning makes him feel bad and guilty enough about to he 
did to her and her clan to see himself the bodies and realise that 
some mysteriously lack eyes a€", he tells her that some teams will be 
sent to clean and that they'll be told to round up animals and close 
down houses and locals and that everything will go to her. He 
promises that they will do everything possible catch Itachi. But 
about what is to happen with hera€ | 

"Even if you don't really need it you will get the same monthly 
allowance other orphans receive, Shizuka-chan . " Oh Gods, he's not 
actually gonna say what she thinks he's gonna say next, right? She's 
a little child. He won't darea€ | "You will get assigned an apartment 
for yourself." He just did. "And you don't have to go back to the 
Academy until you feel ready." 

It actually will make some things easier but she could have liked to 
believe that someone cares about the children. 

"Thank you, Hokage-sama, " she says in a soft voice trying to look 
like she's demurely lowering her eyes, and not like she is hiding her 
face so he doesn't see the disbelief about the callous disregard of 
her welfare. "Ia€" I would like to be alone for a bit now. Would that 
be ok?" He goes, thanks to all eight million gods. 

-o- 

Once again alone she resumes her mourning a€"now just for herself and 
her familya€" and cries herself to sleep. 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>Some things I think you should know:<p> 

- I didn't actually read/watched all the manga/anime. Mostly I know 
things thanks to fic and people who did read/watched, and search in 
the wikia to fill what I don't knowa€ | so if something happens 
differently and I forget about it completelya€ | think it is because 
the canon Naruto world is different to the one Shizuka lives in. 

- I really wanted to write a self-insert and somehow I found it more 
engaging to write than my "serious" GW/HP crossover (serious in 
comparison because this is one super self-indulgent) : right now I'm 
writing this for camp NaNoWriMo (by the time I posted this I was 
already halfway of my word-count goal!) and there are already 10 
chapters posted on ao3. I have planned the general plot of the story 
but there is still some undecided stuff. 

- I should cover only the first part of Naruto, before the three 
years time-skip. 

- In following chapters I'm trying my hand at bit of world building 
in the form of some kind of Shintoism derivate that ninjas follow, 
I'm not particularly religious nor I know Shintoism that well so 
let's see how I do and I hope I won't offend anyone nor their 



beliefs . 


- I did prof read this, but not as well as I should have, so sorry 
about that 

-Shizuka is written to mean "calm" and "excellent" a€"and it makes 
extra weird that her parents named their older kid "weasel" but oh 
well a€" 

-why is ff. net so hard to upload to? 

And finally: 

- You have all my thanks for having read this (v) 


2 . Chapter 2 

II. In which dubious decisions are made. 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>The thing is, Sasuke was one of Eli's favourite characters of the 
show. But he was a mess who made terrible life decisions (and that's 
why Eli has liked him) and knowing you could have made them too is 
jarring. Until having remembered her past life Shizuka 's childhood 
had been very much like Sasuke 's, their personalities had been pretty 
much the same too. Even worse, she, like Sasuke, is pretty much 
obsessed with revenge, she's just going about it in a different 
manner. People will pay, even Itachi a€" but not in the way he wants 
a€" and she will have a good life in the process. <p> 

-o- 

The medics keep her a day in observation and she uses that time to 
think, to try to remember as much as she cans of the manga and all 
those weird plot-twists (Sasuke was supposed to the reincarnation of 
some mythological personageaC | is that true in this universe? what 
does that makes of Eli?! ) and to plan. She'd like to write it down 
but there's no way she'll do something as dangerous, so she'll have 
to hope that the Uchiha genetics hold true and that she'll be able to 
keep it all straight in her head. 

The next morning as promised she gets escorted to a small furnished 
apartment a€"in a building near the Uchiha compound. What is this man 
thinking?! There's no surprise about how Sasuke ended up like that 
a€" and introduced to her new landlady, who is a lovely but very old 
woman. Then she is left alone. 

Probably there are ANBU (ROOT and otherwise) watching her. 

If that's the case she can work with it, or around it. It may even 
prove to be a good way to make people worry a€"but no too much a€" 
and question their decisions. 

She spends the next couple days holed up in her new little apartment 
that is actually pretty nice, the kind of place Eli would have liked 
to live in, sunny and cosy. She is still mourning a€"because it's 
good for her emotional health to allow herself to feel grief a€" and 
she tries to make simple meals she ends up eating mechanically at 



exact intervals of time, does what schoolwork she can do on her own 
and lays sleepless on her bed at night. 


Then one night she just suddenly gets up, puts on shoes, gets out to 
the street and walks in her pyjamas to her house. 

Thankfully the cleaning crew had completed their work already so it's 
not that hard (it is hard enough already, ok?) to walk resolutely to 
her house thought the eerie empty streets, past the place where her 
parents died, and into her room. The familiar bed and smell of the 
sheets make it easy to fall sleep after having keep herself awake for 
so long. She needed it to be mildly worrying and not that abrupt, 
like something that someone like Sasuke would believably 
do . 

-o- 

Next morning she realises she entered Itachi ' s room. Oops. 

-o- 

She returns sheepishly to the pretty apartment and follows her 
routine, goes to bed, turns and turns, gives up, gets up, goes home 
and sleeps in Itachi ' s room again. 

Then she returns to the apartment in the morning. Follows the 
routine. At night she makes herself a ball under the blankets, 
doesn't sleep, doesn't go out and is restless all the next day. She 
cleans all the barely lived in apartment until she gets blisters, 
forgets to eat her scheduled meals, and spends that night sleepless 
in a ball. She goes to her house in the morning to train in the 
garden and ends up sleeping a nap in the engawa. 

She doesn't go back to the apartment. 

And no one comes looking for her. 

To think she was worried about sleeping in Itachi ' s bed, 'coz in her 
opinion that was a bit too high in the worrying behaviour list. 

Either she's under no surveillance or actually no one is concerned 
about her mental health (then again: Sasuke), so she'll keep living 
here and she'll move to Itachi ' s room permanently (because it's 
bigger thanks to oldest son privileges) . 

(She totally finds his secret stash of candy and eats it 
all.) 

-o- 

Now that she's sleeping regularly she has some nightmares, mixed 
incoherent scenes of That Night and the car crash that wake her 
violently and leave her gasping for breath. She also dreams of Eli's 
life. Those are bitter sweet and nostalgic, but overall good. She's 
also eating better. She still cries sometimes, and at moments the 
loneliness of all the empty space around her and Eli's interrupted 
life gets to her, but she keeps busy training, doing schoolwork 
a€"because even if she isn't planning to be absent from the academy 
for too long, she doesn't want to fall behind a€" and doing chores, 
and in this case the natural Uchiha pigheadedness is an advantage, 
because she decided to live here and so she will live here. 



-o- 


She still keeps the apartment because the landlady is a lonely old 
woman whose only income is the rent from the few tenants of the 
building and she feels bad taking it from her when Shizuka doesn't 
actually needs the money. It is such a weird feeling to don't have to 
worry about money a€"she had never before worried about money, this 
feeling is all Eli's a€" it is a weird but good one and she'll have 
to be careful to don't get used to splurge. 

Keeping the apartment proves to be a good decision for various 
reasons : 

1) That's where she'll receive the allowance that she really doesn't 
need but will use to pay the rent she feels somewhat emotionally 
blackmailed to pay, and to buy groceries. Because it is way easier to 
go there once a month that to go all the way to the bank in the 
administration building and ask to be let into her family account for 
just grocery money. 

2) She really doesn't want to speak again to the Hokage (because he 
gives her a Dumbledore-ish feel she doesn't like), even less to tell 
him that she will live from now on her house in the Uchiha compound 
(even if someone must have told him already) so she can get her 
allowance there. 

3) On the way back to her house from cleaning the apartment fridge so 
things don't gain sentience there in her absence, she found her first 
ally in this whole situation. 

Old Man Gyu is the best thing that has happened to her since she woke 
up in the hospital. Old Man Gyu is the cutest less kittenish kitten 
ever. He sleeps all the time, when she plays with him he bates 
half-heartedly at the toys and loses interest at soon as he has to 
jump or chase it to reach it. He is afraid of heights, but when she 
holds him he just kind of hangs with his body lose from her arms. At 
night Shizuka lies on her side to sleep and Old Man Gyu sleeps in a 
warm reassuring ball pressed to her belly. She immediately named him 
Gyu in honour to a singer Eli liked. 

She found him near to the gates and she doesn't knows if the cleaning 
team missed him when they took all the pets to new homes (and she 
paid an actual mission so they would find the animals new homes and 
she even let them sell the fancy koi from the ponds if they wanted, 
she's generous like that), or if he's one of half feral cats that her 
clan used to let roam the compound who decided to go back to a 
familiar place. 

He is so cute that she's going to actually take the time to 
physically describe him: he's a very fluffy still not completely 
grown cat, white with darker fur on his face, ears, tail and legs, 
but his super cute little toes are white too. And when he bothers to 
open his eyes one can see they are a lovely blue. Shizuka is so in 
love with this cat she's going to leave cat food outside in hopes of 
attracting other cats, like in that game Eli played until the lack of 
memory space forced her to delete it from her phone. (It was a very 
sad frustrating thing to do because she needed only one of the little 
presents the cats left to complete the collection.) Shizuka is so 
going to be a crazy cat lady, you just wait. 



><p>Some author commentary : <p> 


- I'll be posting new chapters of this every other day until it 
catches up with the ao3 version, then i'll try to simultaneously 
update both 

-I'm still not used to write at length in English and I forget things 
like pluralising verbs in the third person and such, so sorry for 
that. I really should pay more attention to the proof reading but I 
always find the mistakes after I publish the thing and ff . net is 
very hard to update. 

- I like the idea of Itachi having a sweet tooth. 

- Did Sasuke live in the compound? I don't know for sure but I saw an 
image in colour of the view of his window and there was lights in the 
windows of the buildings around it, so I'll assume he didn't (or that 
it was occupied after the massacre and that's less likely in my 
opinion) . 

- Did I dedicated three paragraphs to the cat? I absolutely did, I 
enjoyed it a lot and I should do it again and again until I make this 
a neko atsume crossover. 

- Did you enjoyed reading it? I really really hope so 


3 . Chapter 3 

III. In which some things change, others should remain the same, 
traditions are not always to be followed but there is always place 
for new ones . 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>The funerals take a lot of time to prepare due to the number of 
bodies; they all needed to be processed and autopsied (if there where 
something irregular on them the no one tells her) , then washed and 
dressed a€"as the Hokage promised she didn't had to do it a€", then 
their paintings had to be acquired, and as they are a clan with a 
kekkei genkai there won't be a wake. Instead she, the Hokage and some 
former teammates of different members of her family dress in black 
and reunite at the crematorium. It's a sad small group, the death 
outnumber them.<p> 

(Shizuka would have liked massive pyres that made thick columns of 
smoke and turned the sky black. Something visible that would leave 
everybody throats and eyes itching. She would have liked to make 
everybody a€"her brother, the teammates, the Hokage, Danzo, TobiaC" 
painstakingly gather one by one all the bones of her clan with 
chopsticks as civilians would do, but in ninja funerals the bones are 
always pulverised after being burnt so their secrets are destroyed 
too . ) 

Traditionally there is supposed to be a day of intense mourning. She 
did it for longer and has neither followed the other funeral rites to 
the letter, but ninjas are nothing if not pragmatic. It should be 



enough for her family and it will be enough for herself. 


That night she sleeps and doesn't dream. The next morning she'll need 
to get up early to go to class. 

-o- 

Shizuka hesitates at the door. She knows is a bit silly, but the only 
"canon character" she's interacted since remembering Eli's life has 
been the hokage and she's worried about fucking up. No one is 
pressuring her to go back this soon and she can keep on her 
individual studying for a bit longer. 

Ok, ok. To be honest she hasn't actually interacted that much with 
anyone apart of the nice old landlady and the grocera€ | and that ' s 
not healthy. And the more she delays going back to the academy the 
harder it will be. She knows, Eli did it all the time. 

From his place in the comfy cushion Shizuka reserved for him. Old Man 
Gyu opens an eye and meows encouragingly. Shizuka steels herself and 
steps on her shoes. 

"I'm going! I'll be back soon!" She calls on the way out. Gyu meows 
and it sounds a lot to her like a "good luck" . 

-o- 

She arrived early on purpose with the hopes of speaking with 
Iruka-sensei first, because that's the kind of thing that seems 
appropriate to do when you have been absent. She is in luck and finds 
him outside the classroom. 

He offers his condolences, reassures her about her absence being no 
problem, he tells her that she cans go home if she needs it and 
offers to help her if she doesn't understand something or for 
anything, really, he'll be always available. She remembers he was 
just a bit older than her when he lost his parents. 

-o- 

Inside the classroom there are only some other early risers. She 
debates herself to sit in her old place at the front or to sit 
somewhere else. Of the "canon characters" there's only Hinata sitting 
at the back. It is tempting to try to approach her. She hasn't 
interacted with her before (she hadn't interacted a lot with the rest 
of her classmates either, she hadn't ever been completely sure how), 
but Eli had liked her since her first appearance in the manga. 

There's also the clan rivalry. 

Shizuka sits next to her and smiles. Hinata smiles back, just a bit 
insecure. They wait in silence to the class to begin. 

-o- 

The classroom fills eventually as the class is about to commence. In 
this case is fortunate that there were no other Uchiha children her 
age. All the other children had been at least 2 years younger or 
around Itachi ' s age, just a couple had been in the academy and none 
in her class. It is a bit of a comfort. Also, there are the familiar 
faces of the "canon characters". Sakura and Ino are sitting together 



a couple rows down, so they are still friends. Also in the last row, 
but at the other side of the room are Shikamaru, Chouji and Kiba in a 
small knot of boys. Shino is sitting in the front. The only glaring 
absence is Naruto. 

She's somewhat relieved. She still hasn't decided how to deal with, 
well, everything that dealing with Naruto involves. His role in 
everything is too big. Sasuke's destiny was too intertwined with his. 
She isn't too sure of waiting her future to depend so much on him, 
but Naruto is destined to be great. He was he will be a hero, brave 
and loyal and inspiring. Eli had loved him a lot. 

Shizuka wants to be in Team 7 with him and Sakura, who will also grow 
to be so strong and confident. She wants for them 3 to be as they 
should have been if Sasuke hadn't fucked it up so much. She needs to 
don't fuck it up. 

So yeah, not having Naruto in the room is a bit of a 
relief . 

-o- 

The lesson is a continuation of something she had studied on her own, 
so she isn't lost. It is math and she suspects that's the reason 
Naruto is skipping class. May be he'll come after lunch when they'll 
have chakra practice. 

-o- 

At lunch she goes out to find a quiet place to eat. Her classmates 
had been giving her looks after realising she was there and she 
doesn't really talk to anyone yet, even less if they are likely to 
ask about That Night. Sitting next to Hinata was a good idea in this 
regard . 

She goes to sit by a tree and sees Shino crouched looking at a bush. 
He's attentively looking at a measuring worm walk down a branch and 
she can't help herself to not approach to look too. Measuring worms 
are just too cute. Shino tenses a little when she comes near, but 
relaxes when he sees her observe the worm. A step to close and a step 
to open, cloooose, and open, clooooose, and open. It's actually a 
very slow worm, so eventually she sits on the floor so she can watch 
as she eats. She shares an apple bunny with Shino, and he smiles at 
her . 

The lunch break ends and they didn't talk and it was very 
nice . 

-o- 

Back at the classroom Shizuka realises that Hinata ate alone inside 
and thinks she too would have liked to watch the measuring worm walk 
his way down a bush. She looks the kind to appreciate small calm 
things like that. 

-o- 

Naruto doesn't come to chakra practice. 


-o- 



In the evening Shizuka goes home and picks up her groceries on the 
way. She'll make more food tomorrow so she'll have enough to share 
with two people, she quite liked the quiet company. Food is a good 
way to break the ice. 

She's thinking about what to make when she arrives to her house. She 
distractedly calls to announce she's back and enters the kitchen to 
put the groceries away. There's a meow. Old Man Gyu is probably 
hungry. She should make dinner for herself tooa€ | there ' s a dead rat 
on the kitchen table. 

"Old Man Gyu! Not in the table!" 

She turns looking for him and instead she sees a white cat calmly 
watching her and cleaning its paw. There's a bit of blood on its fur. 

The white cat then stands up, goes to her and rubs itself on 

Shizuka 's legs. Old Man Gyu enters and meows in a way that sounds to 
her a bit sheepish. 

The white cat is a girl, Shizuka calls her Riceball. 

-o- 

After eating dinner and doing homework and chores, Shizuka goes to 

her room and sees another cat sleeping on her bed. He is black with a 

white spot on his chest like a tiny star, and he's clingy and 
affectionate. She has a Gyu, so he calls him Myung after another 
singer . 

-o- 

At night she sleeps better than she had in a while. 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>Some author notes :<p> 

-A quick resume of the traditional ninja funerary rites (basically 
Shinto but with a subtle ninja flavour) : 

The body is washed and dressed by the family or teammates if they 
were very close and if there was no kekkei genkai, in civilian 
families part is usually done by a mortician. If someone dies on the 
line of duty (or in the Uchihas case, they were murdered) there's 
always an autopsy (unless you are a missing-nin, in that case you are 
burned on the spot or dissected in a lab as you are obviously a 
traitor and your family should disown you) and everything is done 
after the body is liberated. Then there's a day dedicated to mourn 
and a wake (usually they are the same day because it's crucial to 
dispose the body quickly) . For that and the funeral proper, there's a 
painting of the deceased and the only people permitted to see the 
actual body are family and very trusted people. In the funeral some 
chants or prayers may be said, but usually people just say things 
about you . Then the body is taken to the crematorium. After the body 
is burnt civilians would gather the remaining bones with chopsticks, 
beginning at the feet and two persons holding the piece at the same 
time, to be placed in an urn and buried, ninjas will always pulverise 
the bones to ensure all the secrets are destroyed with the 
body . 



-Also in ninja Shinto death is not an unclean thing and so there's 
not stigma either for morticians, butchers, tanners, leather workers, 
etc . 

- Sorry for the typos and other mistakes, you can point them to 
me . 

-Cat counter: 3 


4 . Chapter 4 

IV. In which things are ignored and others are noticed. 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>No one actually confesses directly to her so she mostly ignores 
the thing. <p> 

Except when it's useful; don't let it be said she isn't manipulative 
and self-serving. And it's even good for them. If Ino and Sakura are 
being mean to each other, Naruto or, gods forbid, Hinata and Shino, 
she expresses her displeasure and in consequence they mostly try to 
get along (at least in her presence) . And thanks to the fact that she 
has seen Shizuka eating her big shared lunches and sparring in her 
free time with Hinata and Shino, Sakura never began dieting and began 
to take her taijutsu training more seriously (and what a wonderful 
difference makes something as silly as a change in the perception of 
the gender roles) . She even spars with Ino now, in order to "measure 
her rival progress". 

(She doesn't know where the long hair thing came from. She wears her 
hair long in a thigh French braid but that can't be it. They thought 
the same thing about Sasuke in the manga and he didn't have a 
braid . ) 

Naruto eventually figured she was honestly offering help but then 
noticed Sakura 's crush on her, so basically nothing changed and 
Shizuka is still his hated rival. 

Fortunately he has nothing against Hinata, Shino and free food so he 
has consented in certain occasions to sit with them and be feed lunch 
if it doesn't come directly from Shizuka. 

They three are still working in in convincing Naruto to a training 
session and in making Hinata actually able to speak to him. She 
doesn't faint anymore. 

Naruto attends to class more often. 

-o- 

Even then he still has problems making a bushin. 

The Bushin Dilemma has been haunting her since the resolution of the 
Shoujo Manga Trope Incident. Her reasoning is this: 


Naruto ' s problem with the bushin is a problem of chakra control - 
Getting better at chakra control will be greatly beneficial to him in 



the long run - Hinata is great at chakra control - Hinata likes 
Naruto and would want to help him - Hinata can't currently talk to 
Naruto - Shizuka can act as an intermediary and Naruto will accept if 
it looks like just Hinata is the one actually helping him. 

Pros : 

1) Hinata can get closer to Naruto and maybe be able to get over her 
shyness and speak to him. 

2) Maybe Naruto will stop hating Shizuka after she helps Hinata help 
him. 

3) He will be able to do the bushin and graduate without 
problem . 

Contras : 

1) Naruto will be able to graduate without Mizuki interference. (a€| 
that one is actually a good thing) 

2) But as a consequence he won't: learn the kage-bushin (which is the 
base to his whole future fighting style), learn he is the kyuubi ' s 
jinchuriki, learn how much Iruka-sensei cares for him (on the other 
hand this raises an extra pro in which Iruka-sensei doesn't get 
hurt) . 

3) Mizuki may not be revealed to be a traitor (this last one doesn't 
overly worry her, Orochimaru hasn't done anything to her yet, and 
Mizuki will eventually get caught.) 

And so the whole Forbidden Scroll thing is still too relevant to 
Naruto 's future, but the pros outweigh the contras and something 
needs to be done. 

-o- 

In the end she figures out a simple solution in doing what every 10 
years old should do when faced with a big serious problem: go find 
the help of a trusted responsible adult. It just needed a bit of 
manoeuvring to get everything to the optimum position. 

She follows the first phase of her old plan and shares with Hinata 
and Shino her concerns about Narutos ' s difficulty with the bushin. As 
expected from them, they accept to help. As the offer comes from the 
three of them Naruto accepts it. In the original plan she would 
suggest chakra control being the problem, in the new revised plan she 
emphasises the fact that he can do the other two techniques. Then 
they make a series of experiments that give them the following 
facts : 

- Naruto has more stamina than the three of them and can recuperate 
faster from exhaustion. 

- He not only can do the other two techniques, of all of them he has 
the more range in the substitution and his henge is actually 

solid . 

- According to Hinata 's Byakugan (that one took a lot of convincing) 
and Shino ' s kikaichuu Naruto chakra seems immense. 



Their conclusion is that Naruto has a charka control problem because 
for some reason he has larger than usual chakra reserves. 


They tell exactly that to Iruka-sensei (Shizuka makes sure to bring 
attention to Naruto ' s solid henge to plant an idea), Iruka-sensei 
seems a bit concerned about them experimenting with Naruto chakra 
system with no supervision, but agrees to do something about 
it . 

-o- 

Naruto smiles so brightly when he means it. 

-o- 

Iruka does get permission to teach Naruto the Kage Bushin and, even 
if Shizuka doesn't believe he also got permission to tell him the 
reason behind his large chakra reserves, they seem a bit 
closer . 

-o- 

The Bushin Dilemma was solved painlessly thanks to Hinata and Shino, 
and Shizuka knows she owes them for a lot more than that. She already 
feeds them as much cake and pastries as they allow, so she gets to 
the next best item in her list of meaningful small gestures: 

She takes them to meet her cats at her house. 

-o- 

They have reunited before in the apartment and she thinks they 
already suspect she doesn't actually lives there even if she tries to 
make it appear so. At least they don't seem too fazed when she tells 
them that. They do get a bit disturbed when they pass under the 
yellow barricade tape and through the empty streets. 

"I'm home!" Shizuka calls when they enter the house and gestures her 
friends to take off their shoes and put on slippers (she purchased 
them the day before: solid purple and green to contrast with her 
polkadoted white ones) . They are immediately greeted by a meow and 
the enthusiastic Myung and Woo. The two pairs warm to each other 
quickly. This is everything she ever wanted. "Let's introduce you to 
the rest and then we can eat cake!" 

-o- 

She goes along the way to the kitchen pointing to the cats as they 
pass them. She doesn't understand why they look so surprised, like, 
she had already mentioned she had many cats. 

"This sleepy looking fluffy one is Old Man Gyu, he is the first one 
to come live with me" 

"That one, the gray tuxedo, he's Won, he looks a bit grouchy but will 
come to sit with you when you are working." 

"Next to Won, the tortoiseshell is called Sunshine and the calico 
grooming her is Taichou, Sanshoku-Taichou, I'm not very 



creative 


"Be careful to not trip over Icing and Frosting they are Siamese 
twins (but not like conjoined twins, Siamese like in the cat breed) . 
They like to lay in the way awaiting unsuspecting prey and bring it 
to the ground." 

"If you see something big, fluffy and orange it's probably Yeollie. 

He ' s harmless . " 

They reach the kitchen. 

"Shizuka-chan, there's a dead bird on the table." 

"a€| yeah, sorry about that. Riceball brings me presents, you see, 
and I can't get her to stop leaving them on the table." She picks it 
up puts it in a container outside to deal with it later, then washes 
the glass covering the table and her hand with soap. "We can eat in 
my room if you want." 

-o- 

They are eating their cake accompanied with milky black tea and happy 
cats in their laps. Shino is scowling at something in a shelf. It's 
one of the glass display cases, the one with thea€ i oh. "I'm really 
sorry, Shino-kun. I'll take them off if you want." 

"They, they are- the cat" 

"Yeah, she caught them for me, I shouldn't have but she left the 
wings intacta€ | " 

"It's ok. I just won't like that cat." 

"I'm sorry. The next time you come I'll take down the 
butterflies . " 

"It' ." 

"Are the skulls from presents too, Shizuka-chan?" 

"Yep, I'll leave them outside so the bugs can eat the flesh. That's 
what I'll do with the bird." She turns to look at Shino, he looks a 
bit less angry. "Then I clean them with peroxide so they look white. 
Aren't they pretty, Hinata-chan? " 

"Yes, they are. Is-is that your manga collection?" 

-o- 

On the way back she gets to introduce them to Namu (sly, slick and 
glossy black) and Jjong (who has the prettiest long white coat) who 
complete her tomcat-band, and to Hawk (a regal, serious looking grey 
tabby) and Bird (tiny, fluttery and fluffy black, Namu's sister) the 
last two girls, when they found them along the road to the gates. 

It was a good ending to a good day 


-o- 



Looking at her fiends backs after saying their goodbyes she saw the 
cats staring at a shadow. She quickly averted her eyes, least the 
shadow notice their attention. 


Too good to last. 

~k ~k ~k 

><p>Notes : <p> 

- Those are all the cats. Really. I swear. 

- Taisho Sanshoku is the name of the koi fish with calico pattern, 
mainly white with well-defined red and black markings. 

- The tomcat-band personalities don't actually match exactly what 
their namesakes, just a bit. 

-Next comes the graduation! 

- Final cat counter: 14 

Thanks to all of you who read this, I enjoy that you enjoy it 
(v) 

End 
f ile . 



